The absence of hepatitis B virus DNA in hepatitis B e antigen positive sera from chronic hepatitis B surface antigen carriers in China.
Sera from 20 Chinese patients with chronic hepatitis B were examined for hepatitis B e antigen and hepatitis B virus (HBV) DNA. There was considerable discordance with HBV DNA not being detectable in 10 out of 13 (77%) patients who were hepatitis B e antigen positive. Further testing for anti-HBe and HBV-DNA polymerase activity confirmed the results. Possible reasons for this discordance are discussed but neither hepatitis D (delta) infection nor the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) could be implicated.